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By comparing together the functional derangements exhibited during life, 
with the state of the organs as shewn after death, facilities were of course fur¬ 
nished for obtaining correct diagnoses in future cases. If an organ was found 
to vary more or less from its healthy state, and if this variation, by its nature 
and degree, explained a previous derangement of function, and no other expla¬ 
nation could be suggested, the conclusion was almost inevitable, that the or¬ 
ganic change was, in that case, the cause of the derangement, and the recur¬ 
rence of the symptom in a new case would render it extremely probable that a 
similar alteration had occurred. It will be seen by the reader of the work, that 
M. Louis was able in repeated instances to divine the causes of symptoms, 
which, but for his previous investigations and comparisons, would have con¬ 
veyed no distinct information. I 

Among the precautions adopted in examining patients, in order to diminish, 
as far as possible, the risk of error, was that of avoiding, at all times, what am 
termed leading questions, or which, in other words, dictate their own answers. 
When pain was suspected to exist on one side, the other was made the direct 
object of enquiry, and the same question was often put in various forms, each 
time, so as to avoid any allusion to answers previously given. If the youth or 
mental weakness of the patient rendered any part of the testimony undeserving 
of confidence, this circumstance was entered upon the record. These precautions 
are of common use in taking legal testimony; but in the investigation 'of dis¬ 
ease, they have been, as our author intimates, in general too much neglected. 

The work is divided into two parts. The first embraces a general descrip¬ 
tion of the lesions of the different parts, as discovered after death. Tile mor¬ 
bid appearances observed in the lungs, the pleuras, the larynx, the [heart, 
stomach, liver, &c. are here successively exposed; and in order to obtain data 
for determining whether any, and what proportion of the lesions exterio * to the 
lungs were yet the etTects of the leading disease, those exhibited by thp same 
organs as the sequel of other fatal chronic affections are in every instance ap¬ 
pended. When the result of this comparison points to any general conclusion, 
this is given, and the causes which may have produced the several Jnorbid 
changes are likewise considered. 

The second part embraces the history of symptoms. It commences with 
those of phthisis viewed independently of its complications, especiallr those 
which constitute the diagnosis in the earliest stage; next follow the symptoms 
which accompany ulcerations of the epiglottis, larynx and trachea; then those 
which belong to the lesions of the mucous membrane of the stomach, Sic. The 
author then passes to the consideration of the anomalies presented by phthisis, 
whether ‘acute’ or ‘latent;’ then to the description of the symptoms manifested 
when the pulmonary parenchyma is perforated, by the bursting of a'suppura- 
tiug tubercle into the cavity of the pleura; several of the causes of sudden death 
are detailed; the evidence of facts is appealed to, for the determination of the 
importance of some of those causes, to which the developement of tubercles 
has been attributed; and finally, a brief history' is given of the treatment of the 
cases which form the subjects of analysis. 

Of the numerous conclusions, more or less general, which M. Louis has ob¬ 
tained from the wide field of observation, we can do no more than mention a 
few of the most striking. The existence of tubercles in the lungs is the cause, 
and constitutes the special character of phthisis (2). This fundamental 
proposition, in which our author coincides with M. Laennec, amounts, strictly 
speaking, to no more than a definition of what he intends by the term phthisis 
and therefore is not a just subject for criticism. We apprehend, however, that 
the experience of many pathologists on this point would be expressed in the 
language adopted by Broussais, who has seen cases of phthisis where no tract 
of tubercles could be detected. The stricter view of the disease adopted by 
Louis ought to be constantly kept in mind in reading his work. 
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In ever}' instance in which M. Louis met with tuberculous formations in any 
part of the body, similar formations were to be detected in the lunos; and as the 
converee ol the proposition is by no means true, the inference is obvious, that 
ihe&e formations, when found in other parts, are consecutive of those in the nul- 
monary structure (-212.) It is to be remembered that all the subjects of obser- 
vauon were above lj years ol age. Evidences of alteration of the stomach in co¬ 
lour, consistence, thickness of the coats, &c. are found in four-fifths of the exami- 
nauons of phthisical patients (100.) These appearances are likewise present after 

l°““ lher dl ^ a8 ®f’ b , ut mucb less frequently (101.) Ulcerations of the 
small intesune are found, almost exclusively, after death from phthisis (130.) 
rhose of the large intestines are nearly as peculiar to this disease (110 145 ) 
lleerations of the epiglottis, larynx and trachea, may also be regarded as de¬ 
pendent on tubercles in the lungs (do.) The perforaiion of the small intestine 
ma) be regarded as certain, when, in the course of an acute disease, and under 

W? ClrCU !" Slanct '1’, ll,e P atient is attaekc d With sudden and violent pain 
in the abdomen, increased by pressure, accompanied by a great change iifan- 
pearance, and succeeded by nausea and vomiting (113 note.) It is impossible 
lo apprwiate the state of the mucous membrane of the large intestine by means 
f*/”! discharges, except m very rare cases (113.) It is equallyevident 
that ther e is no real relation between the state of the tongue and that of the 
stomach, il the former is sometimes red in gastritis, it is still more frequently 

‘ he 0thCr h! \ n ' 1, “ ' S son,etimes dry, hard, and intensely red when 
he gastric mucous membrane is healthy (352.) A fatty degeneration of the 
liver is one oi the most frequent post-mortem appearances from phthisis It 
occurred in onotbird of the cases where there were pulmonary mbercil of 
those in »Inch the latter were not present, this peculiar strucmral alteration 

e“e f and not InT ( -) “ < ; mo P , > sis - when not caused by external vio¬ 

lence, and not following upon sudden suppression of the catamenia, renders the 
presence of tubercles in the lungs infinitely probable (233.) The symptom of 
pain in the chest depends 0,1 the adhesions of the lungs to the plums and no 
on the number or size of the excavations (250.) Whenever, in a’ case of 
phthis's, a violent pain in one side of the chest comes on suddenly, accompa¬ 
nied with dyspmea, anxiety, and all the symptoms of acute pleurisy we mav 
conclude that perforation of the lung has taken place bv a softened’ tubercle 
dischargmg itself into the pleural cavity (131.) These symptoms, however 
do not appear to have been observed by Laennec (437.) It is not proved that 
P“f"“ on1 ^ P, !', urlsy ’ °J brori( 'hitis, has any influence in producing the devel- 
pement of phthisis. In one-twelfth of the cases which occurred to .M Louis 
pulmonary tubercles were developed, independently of all inflammation whe- 
tli r of the substance ot the lungs of the pleuras, or of the bronel”? ) 

Ut the thoroughness, care, and accuracy with which M. Louis’s investioa- 
da ion"™ Q \a '\Tv !' 18 "°, t P llr P nsl; at lbis time to speak. Our commen- 

shaH Hnll'tn r' l r ", the . fame onc ’ " ho has heen pronounced by Mar- 
shal Hall to be the first physician in France, perhaps in Europe. If the positive 
results to which his researches have conducted him are not numerous, thev'are 
t l^st established on a firm and durable basis. The rigorous mS he im- 
todift hlmSelf wa f ,a( ! eed be,ter calculated to detect and dissipate error, than 
nCW , 01 br ' lllant tbpor y- If subjecting to the test of observation 
rent hhhert preTa ent but vague and unfounded notions which have passed cur- 
pracficeofme’li 8, . ,,bont y- be b f performed a service for the science and 
S " f tuedtcine which can scarcely be overrated. A false principle, received 

ration v 01 ' 39 trUe ' P rod “! :es c ff ccts far beyond the sphere of itT direct ope- 
very instance of its fallacy is regarded as a new exception ■ till the 

i’o“ n ; r that C ft i ' ,d and ° f a n3io°ns’. " 

alike 1 th * A 1 18 . ,lncertaInt y >n Ins art, and that theory and experience are 
alike useless. Once instructed as to the source of his embarrassmem, he finds 
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a thousand difficulties removed, and returns with renewed energy to the task- of 
observation. ' 1 

The peculiar constitution of M. Louis's mind however, his extreme reluc- 
tance to admit aught on insufficient evidence, appears to us on one or two occa¬ 
sions to have betrayed him into unnecessary scepticism in points to which his 
opportunities of enquiry did not extend, or which they enabled him to’inves 
Ugate only partially and incidentally. It is true, that be nowhere denies with 
confidence where he is not fully informed; but the expression of a doubt on a 
subject ot general and especially of practical interest should not be liirhtlv 
hazarded. It has generally been supposed, for example, that pregnancy retards 
the progress ot consumption, and this opinion, we doubt not, has something more 
than a mere speculative influence. M. Louis justly remarks that for the posi. 
ttve determination ol this point, numerous facts are required, and even several 
years observation in a lyiug-in hospital (362.) Here the subject mmlitisafelv 
have been dismissed; although it appears to us, that by simply inspecting flu 
records ol such an establishment, the point might be settled without much'dilii- 
culty. But in Ills conjectures as to the possible causes of the error, supposing 
it to be one, \ye cannot follow him with our usual satisfaction; and when lie 
asks whether it is probable that pregnancy, itself a cause of dyspnoea, should 
procrastinate the duration of phthisis in which dyspmea is always a more or 
less troublesome symptom, we are tempted to say that he departs widely from 
his usual adherence to inductive reasoning. 

The same extreme dread of premature generalization marks the language of 
M. Louis, when speaking of the influence of dress upon the developement of 
tubercles, and particularly of that article of female apparel which has been 
rather a favourite object of medical hostility. He allows that most of the 
female patients who came under his notice had been affected with dyspncea 
before the symptoms of phthisis declared themselves; but he adds “this un¬ 
equally the case with the men; so that if we admit a connexion between this 
peculiarity in dress and phthisis, it would not be correct, even if they have been 
worn from a very early period of life, to attribute phthisis to stays. Besides, 
the majority of our female patients have been educated in the country, win 
habituated to rustic occupations, and had only been accustomed to stays after 
their residence in Paris, when their growth was established; or, in other wools, 
when stays could not have exerted any considerable influence on the dimensions 
of the chest. Supposing, however, this influence to have existed, its demon¬ 
stration would be exceedingly difficult; fur it would be necessary to compare a 
great number of women together—some of whom bad worn stays from a yen’ 
early period, the others only after the full growth of their bcdics—-to be enabled 
to decide if phthisis was more frequent in one class than in the other.” (179.) 
This is certainly just, but it is not quite so certain that this is the only question 
at issue. It is evident that the growth of the chest cannot be materially inter¬ 
fered with by dress after a comparatively early period; it is equally evident 
that undue compression must interfere with the action of the respiratory muscles 
at any age, and by impeding respiration may become a predisposing cause of 
pulmonary disease. 1 he actual influence of the corset in common use in pro¬ 
ducing such undue compression is a very different question; and one which has 
hitherto called forth more eloquence and zeal than either knowledge or discre¬ 
tion. An enquiry into this subject, conducted in the spiirit of strict impartiality 
and rigorous induction, could not fail to lead to some useful results. 

The section immediately following that wc have just quoted is also calcu¬ 
lated to awaken doubts, and that in regard to a point in which it is very desi¬ 
rable that the minds of both practitioners and the public should be fully madi 
up. k\ e refer to the hereditary tendency of phthisis; a principle which wc 
believe common observation to have established so amply, as to require no con¬ 
firmation from statistical records. Our author thinks differently; and after 
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stating that he had not collected any fact in favour nf a- 

phthisis, adds that “to determine the Question t h ® r ff ,tar }' nature of 

would be necessary, comp^nT^ealTnZS^ ^ l , ableS ^'“ortality 
parents with those in an oppfsite condition ” Dr P p rS °“ 8 b - orn of Phthisical 
section, observes, “there cif be but n. lJ1. n, Cowan > 1,1 a note on this 

children born from healtliy parents arc more 1 ’ ®t Dtra * Principle, that 
cumstanccs; and on thisaccost™ ?« “<»* robust than those in opposite cir- 

hitherto adduced in favour of the hereditary nature onihih^*' Tbe evide,lt ’ e 
more than the announcement of tliis fact-and whfi phthlsls a ‘ nm mts to little 
in the children of consumptive parenm ’a r 6 C T°‘ help ^““‘mg, 

suppose that in the majority of instance’s u rn J tbere 13 no reasun to 

attended with success.’’ \V e believe on |h„ pby f CtlC tr P atalent wou| d not be 
tluence of consumption is specific: if it i, »„, ™ ntnir >'’ ‘hat the hereditary in- 


rafanrh, hronchitis, or pneumoida, to V b^anmicr Urn"’ H ^ 

lous developement If phthisis in tho mimt 7» 16 exc J tln & causes of tubercu- 

to the same infection, J iX" its^S "Sfc l "" child mor ? 

^ tsv,™’ “££££ bp I)r ’ °™ a "’ tends U TtSltoh U e^ 

whatever emrem'fra.S lbat he has <jotrected 

has not in general considered it necessarv in ,!,, !.,;' u Cowa "’ and that he 
0 «ur. It would, we think, have been ftirer to Dr C ‘T tbcSe al,eratio,,s 
sell, had this been done, whenever by the chancre nf ’ 3nd mor ?. J ust ,0 him- 
was given to the sentence. Dr. Cowan’s lomr .^id dlff f? ent sense 
oas attendance on the clinics and examinations of ^ Lonis"^ 3 ." 8 ’^ 18 3SS ‘f u ' 
and the personal intercourse lie enjoyed afford, d n ’ , twelve months, 

lor the work he has undertaken both ’as ! 'f S reatest advantage 
mode of expression, however is’not alw-.™ ,u tor an ! comm entator. His 
appears fully t0 have understood bis !„„iL. b ?.t n ° St happ - v l ev ? n ' vhf>re ><e 



the reader has a rio-ht to expect Dr B ’s’ mv'* ^ * 1 ° a WOr j the P res ?nt, 

tion ho has given us of the reDort tn th* * A n St ^ e ’ to .Mg® the transla- 

-refnl com^rfS rfSfSJL'T, ^ a ^ able - a "‘< a 

scrupulous fidelity. In one instance tFvkh t b , *? bear "‘tness to his 

•M. Louis himself believed that be had^’xami’n^d tbC F e P ortCT sa y, that 

than Bayle. By referring ^ c oi n . at lunss ," ' ,h more accuracy 
nounces the eoncConJhi^own. a "‘ 

been able to detect. The few tvno.rr.nl i !* U only mistranslation we have 
of the work, wiMreadilv MTOe^^heir own 3 !. CrT0T *. w htchoccur in the course 

= 

***. on the origin, diagnosis, 

, 38* E. G. D. 



